
printable graph 
paper

ruler

pencil

eraser

markers or crayons 
(optional)

Step 1  
Think about what you want the house to look like. How 

many rooms will it have? Where will you place the 

windows? Will it be one or two stories high, and where 

will you fit in the stairs? 

Step 2  
Design a floor plan for your house using the printable 

graph paper, a ruler, and a pencil. If you’re making a 

house with two stories, you’ll need two floor plans — one 

for the first floor, and one for the second. 

Use these symbols to add details:

Step 3 
Add in symbols for beds, cabinets, sinks, and more. 

Think about all of the things you need to live in a house. 

(Hint: don’t forget the toilets!) You can copy the symbols 

from the floor plan key, or make up your own!

Step 4  
If you want, color in your floor plan to make it pop.

You’ll need
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wall window doorway stairs

sink toilet bathtub cabinet

stove fridge bed
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Floor plan key
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Make the plan
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Blueprint basics
Imagine trying to build something as big as a house without 
drawing out a plan first. You might forget to add a bathroom, 
build a room without any windows, or put a door in such a nook 
that it can’t open all the way!

That’s why before architects get started, they make detailed 
floor plans and blueprints. A floor plan is a fairly simple 
two-dimensional map of the inside of a house. Blueprints, on the 
other hand, tend to be more detailed and drawn exactly to 
scale. Because you can’t build a house without a good deal of 
math!

Why are blueprints called blueprints? It all goes back to how 
architects used to make copies. They’d draw a house plan on a 
piece of translucent paper, then place it on top of some printing 
paper coated in special chemicals. When the two papers were 
exposed to light, the chemicals reacted and formed a blue 
residue all over the printing paper. But wherever the architect 
had drawn lines on the translucent paper, the printing paper 
stayed white — creating a perfect copy of the original! 
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