
What Happens To 
Lost Balloons?

Step 1  
Watch the What Happens to Lost Balloons? video at 

kiwico.com/camp/tinker/day2.

Step 2  
Blow up the mini balloon, then place it inside the 

vacuum chamber.

Step 3 
Turn on the vacuum chamber and watch what 

happens! (As the pressure in the vacuum chamber 

drops, it simulates your balloon floating higher and 

higher.)

Step 4  
If you’d like, you can repeat the experiment with a 

marshmallow. (Because it’s full of air, it’ll act like the 

unopened chip bag in the video). Place it inside the 

vacuum chamber, then turn the chamber on. If you 

want, try drawing a face on the marshmallow first!

You’ll need

vacuum chamber 
(from your Tinker Crate)

mini balloon
(from your Tinker Crate)

marshmallow (optional)

marker (optional)
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Fill in the words for the sentences below. If you want a refresher on air pressure, watch 

the What Happens to Lost Balloons? video again at kiwico.com/camp/tinker/day2. 

What do you do with sick balloons?

1. The pressure at the bottom of the ocean is about a _____ times more 

   than on Earth’s surface.

2. There’s about _____ pounds of air pressure pushing down on every  

    square inch of Earth’s surface.

3. The higher you go up Earth's atmosphere, the _____ air pressure there is.

4. When your ears pop, your body is trying to _____ air pressure inside 

    and outside your ear. 

5. Space is a _____ ; it contains no air.

6. Pressure at the bottom of the ocean is really hard on _____.

What do you do with sick balloons?

You                                                          !

Pressure puzzle
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